Family practice social work: a new area of specialization.
Many physical problems presented to family physicians by their patients often involve psychosocial variables with stress being a major one. Though family medicine advocates a biopsychosocial focus, one that is compatible with social work, the psychosocial aspects of health are often ignored. The involvement of social workers in the private practices of family physicians to deal with such problems is discussed in this paper as a new area of specialization. Issues such as the medicine-social work gap and the financing of social work services in private family medical practice are also addressed. It is concluded that this should be considered a new area of specialization. However, social workers must take the initiative in its development.